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November  Meeting 
 

Our November meeting was held at 7:15 p.m. on Tues., 

November 2, 2005, at the Hunton Recreation Center. 

Best Dug Relic-of-the-Month.  Because our October 

meeting was held at the Museum of the Confederacy, no 

Best Dug competition was held.  Accordingly, this month, 

competitions were held for both the September-October and 

the October-November periods. 

September-October.  Doug Harris found numerous 

relics, including a dozen shot bullets, a Virginia button, a 

three-piece Maryland button, a Spencer casing, a NY cuff 

button, and solid cast VA button with shank.  He entered a 

Cohorn Mortar shell.  The shell had no provision for tongs 

and showed a mold seam and could be CS. 
 

 
VA button found by Doug Harris (l).  1783 “Washington 
Unity States” cent made in England to commemorate the 
end of the Revolutionary War found by Marshall Cain (r).  

Cent actually minted in the 1820s-1840s. 
 

Mike Philyaw recovered a flat button, a two-piece GA 

cuff, a GA teat-base bullet, a round ball, a MS spur, a 

broken piece of a LA plate with two hooks, a large cent, 

several bullets, a pocket knife, an Enfield scabbard tip, a CS 

shotgun slug, a broken powder flask, a 1907 Jefferson Davis 

monument memorial medal, and a CS Alabama CS veteran’s 

medal.  Mike took October’s award with his tin-back belt 

plate. 
 

 
Mike Philyaw’s Model 1843 tin-back bayonet belt plate. 

 

October-November.  Doug Harris targeted a “hunted 

out” location, and found an early sash buckle, a button back, 

an 1850 VA three-piece button, a Zouave button, a US staff 

officer’s button, and a Model 1851 saber belt plate with 

large clasp on back (1870s?). 
 

 
Mike Philyaw’s part of LA plate (l),  

and Doug Harris’ saber belt plate (r). 
 

Jack Mountcastle brought a display case of relics from a 

“hunted-out” area, including bullets, buttons, small buckles, 

finials, a friction primer, a NH button, an artillery cuff 

button, and an eagle button. 

Mike O’Donnell’s recoveries for the period included a 

trigger guard, an eagle C button, other eagle buttons, various 

bullets, a CS fuse, and took the November award with a 

crossed-sabers hat pin found at the base of a tree. 
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Mike O’Donnell’s winning crossed-sabers pin. 
 

 
Joe Mooney’s Culpeper” style CS tongue. 

 

This Month’s Display Items.  Jim Livesay displayed a 

number of good items found by him and his son.  Jim’s son 

found a rare intertwined US inside C bit boss, three CS .69 

caliber shotgun slugs, and a powder flask measurer.  Jim 

found a CS Bormann fused shell, a lock converted to a belt 

buckle, and several bullets. 
 

 
Rare intertwined US inside C bit boss found by  
Jim Livesay’s son (l).  Bullets in bottle displayed  
by Jim Livesay (r).  It was unclear whether or  

not the bullets were found in a saddle. 
 

 
Ben Greenbaum’s Model 1859 enlisted man’s  

headstall bit with curb chain and reins. 
 

 
Allen Lane’s “John Brown” pike blade (one of less  
than 1,000 made), and stencil of J. Sanborn, Jr.  

of Co. C, 11
th
 NH Vols. 

 

 

John Frawner’s CS Enfield cartridge box tin. 
 

 

(Thanks to David Hagy for taking notes of the November 

meeting and to Doug Page for taking the photographs!) 
 

 

November Program.  Ben Greenbaum gave a 

slideshow presentation of his trip to North Dakota, and 

showed numerous slides relating the Battle of Kill Dear 

Mountain.  Some of these included a rock with a soldier’s 

name carved in it, a sponge bucket, Fort Abraham Lincoln, 

Custer’s House, a reconstructed block house, a trash 

pit/well, a cemetery, and an Indian village reconstruction. 
 

 

November Show.  This month, the club celebrated its 

25
th

 Anniversary Civil War Show and Sale.  On display 

during the entire show was a full-sized working model of the 

CSS Hunley.  The model included reconstructions of the 

appearance of each of the crewmen, along with a vignette of 

their lives. 

Thanks go to the many club members who helped set up 

the tables Friday morning, who helped at the club table, and 

who went to the effort to bring and display their collections! 
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A full-scale replica of the Confederate submarine,  
the CSS Hunley, was on display all weekend. 

 

 
Dennis Madison (l) strolls amid the vast array  
of relics displayed and for sale at the show. 

 

 
Weedon Cloe manning the club table.   

“How may I serve you today?” 
 

 
Mike Philyaw displayed some of his best finds  
as his son patiently awaits his inheritance. 

 

Allen Lane’s exceptional display of CS pikes. 
 

 
Dennis Madison discusses his relic display  

with some show attendees. 
 

Upcoming Programs 
 

Tuesday, December 6, 2005 – Regular meeting and 

election of officers.  Hunton Recreation Center. 
 

David Garnett continues to solicit your ideas for 

programs and speakers for upcoming meetings. 
 

����� 
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President Ben Greenbaum 

Vice Pres./Show Steve Sharpe 

Vice Pres./Programs David Garnett 

Secretary Bob Baird 

Treasurer Tom Carlton 

 

����� 
 

Upcoming Shows & Events 
 

Remember, before traveling any distance to attend a 

show, be sure to call and verify the dates and time! 
 

December 3-4, 2005.  The Nashville Civil War Show.  Held at 

the Tennessee State Fairgrounds in Nashville.  World’s 

largest Civil War show, with over 1,000 tables.  Saturday 

9-5, Sunday 9-3.  770-267-0989.  

December 10, 2005.  Special program, "Christmas in Camp 

Open House," soldier and civilian living history, Victorian 

decorations, music, refreshments and tours of the fort at 

Fort Ward in Alexandria. Noon-4 pm. $2 adults. 703-838-

4848. 

December 10-11, 2005.  Reenactment, "The Battle of 

Fredericksburg." Events scheduled on both sides of the 

Rappahannock River including two battles on Saturday. 

Activities in downtown Fredericksburg and at Ferry Farm. 

Check www.47thVA.org for updated information and 

schedules. 

December 11, 2005.  Open house and living history at Hanover 

Tavern, on Route 301 north of Richmond. The Christmas 

of 1864 is recreated at this 18th-century tavern. Free. 804-

537-5050. 

December 11, 2005.  Walking tour and ceremony at the 

Fredericksburg National Battlefield commemorate the 

anniversary of the battle. Wreath laying at the Kirkland 

Memorial at 2 pm following a walking tour of the Irish 

Brigade march from City Dock. Free. 

December 11, 2005.  Special event, "Court End Christmas," 

attractions in Richmond's "Court End" neighborhood, 

which includes the Museum of the Confederacy, are open 

with free admission. Noon-5 pm. 804-649-1861.   

January 6, 2006.  The Low Country Civil War show and Sale 

will be held at the Gaillard Auditorium.  300 tables of Civil 

War artifacts and memorabilia, along with a BBQ dinner 

and oyster roast for dealers on Friday night.  Open 

Saturday 9-5, Sunday 9-3.  770-982-8221. 
 

(Thanks to Dennis Madison for the 

calendar of events for this month’s newsletter!) 
 

Map to Hunton Civic Center  
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